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2015 has been a great year for HKATH. We have made continued progress in many areas, and I was so lucky to be
awarded a prestigious prize from the American Horticultural Therapy Association (AHTA) in their annual conference. But
it is not just my efforts. Everyone of you who has entered the world of HT and all who have joined efforts in promoting HT
have contributed to this prize. In this issue, we have invited Lesley Fleming, a renowned horticultural therapist from
America, Professor Tsao Shing-Jy of National Taiwan University and Ken Liang from Guangzhou to share their
experiences at the AHTA conference (P2-7, 13, 14, 20-23 ). In particular, Ken’s long article abounds with observations
and thoughts from the perspective of a young horticultural therapist. Readers can get a clear picture of our trip to the U.S.
and learn of some design secrets of healing gardens. Dr. Sin-Ae Park, Korean scholar and winner
of AHTA’s Excellence in Research Award in 2013, kindly let us reprint her thesis about the
scientifically verified benefits of an HT program on children with intellectual disabilities
(P8-12). Another highly readable article is Professor Liu Haitao’s How fo Deal With Toxic
Flowers? (P15-16) Read it and next time you won’t be so panic about encountering a poisonous
flower. Many colleagues and friends from HK and Mainland China have also shared their | =%
experiences and discoveries in the many events hosted by HKATH (P24-32). In addition, we
have a special article contributed by two readers and horticulture lovers (P17-19), which is ar
award-winning children story with themes related to plants and growing.

Very soon it is the Chinese New Year of the Monkey. I sincerely wish you a joyful and
prosperous 2016. Let’s be smart and lively and brave as the monkey!
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